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Officer John (Jack) McCormick 
September 26, 1695 


Captain Samuel J, Carter 
June 2, 1905 


Officer James Ronco 
May 27,1916 


It’s not how 


Officer Henry R, Lett 
September 24, 1922 


THEY DIED 


Detective Thomas M, Chevis 
APRIL 7, 1938 


THAT MADE 


Officer Bryan a. Reese 
August 29, 1935 


THEM HEROES 


Detective Joe Nance 
October 1, 1939 


IT’S HOW 


Vice Chief Arthur l> Berry 
January 31, 1941 


THEY LIVED 


Detective Lester H, Henley 
April 11, 194! 


Officer Richard 5, Booth 
November 28, 1943 


Officer Morris D. Lopez 
July 9, 1949 


Officer Carl F. Chastain 
February 12, 1958 


Officer Rolla L, Standau 
November 29, 1963 


Officer William D, Krikava 
January 1, 1965 


Corporal John R, Collier 
December 5,1970 


Detective Kenneth d. Berlin, Jr, 
September 27. 1975 


Sergeant Richard Lee Cloud 
October 23, 1975 


Officer Anthony W. Williams 
November 3, 1975 


Detective Gerald A, Rauft 
July 24, 1981 


Sergeant Gary S, Pricher 
November 4, 1983 


Officer Porfirio Soto, Jr, 
December 30, 1968 


Officer Norris Epps, Jr. 
January 18, 1995 


Detective Randy Bell & 
Detective Ricky Childers 
May 19, 1998 


Master Police Officer 
Lois Marrero 
JULY 6. 2001 


Detective Juan Serrano 
February 25, 2006 
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"Whatever the final decisions 
are in Tallahassee, we will 
continue to uphold our mission 
to deliver outstanding services 
and enhance the quality of life 
within our community." 

★ 


★ ★★★★★★ 



★ 

"Change sometimes is difficult, 
but I ask that each person 
meet these new challenges 
with a strong spirit, positive 
attitude, and the same 
determination and dedication 
you have demonstrated during 
the past four years " 

★ 


k' k k ★★★★★★★ 

Message from the Mayor 

I was fortunate to be able to ride the last few miles of the Police Unity Tour in Washington 
D.C. It was an inspiring experience to see 1,000 bike riders descend into our nation's capital 
ending the tour at the National Law Enforcement Officer's Memorial. This year Detective Juan 
Serrano's name was added to the wall along with the names of 144 other officers who lost 
their lives in the line of duty in 2006. This sobering experience reinforces the appreciation I 
have for the job our officers do each day. Your hard work and dedication to the safety and 
welfare of Tampa's residents and visitors is deeply appreciated. 

As we begin to lay out our objectives for the next fiscal year, I recognize the financial 
restraints that are being placed on the Police department as well as every other city department 
by the decisions being made in Tallahassee. We are all working to improve our city and we are 
making progress. It is disheartening that the proposed Tallahassee property tax legislation might 
slow down our momentum. Though we will need to find ways to do our jobs with fewer 
resources, I look forward to continuing to work with you in improving our city. 

Sincerely, 


Mayor Pam lorio 

★ ★★★★★★★★★ 

Message from the Chief 

As city, county and state governments prepare for budget tightening measures that may 
result from tax relief legislation in the making, our department has been asked to submit a no 
growth budget in anticipation of those revenue reductions. That would require us to cut 7.5 
million dollars from our 2008 budget. 

As Chief, I want to assure all of you that we will only implement those cost-cutting meas¬ 
ures that are absolutely necessary to meet the limitations of a revised budget. It's obvious 
that the citizens of Florida want taxation relief. The current legislative proposals in Tallahassee 
would result in substantial revenue reductions for our city. 

Some of you may be surprised to learn that personnel account for 88% of our budget. 

So, any significant budget reduction will necessitate personnel cuts. Consequently, we may 
have to adjust some of the ways we have done business in the past to accommodate a 
reduced budget. Rest assured we would not compromise our fundamental mission of protect¬ 
ing the citizens and safeguarding our city from the criminal element. 

Due to reduced resources we may have to craft new, innovative strategies to compensate 
for lost funding. Change sometimes is difficult, but I ask that each person meet these new 
challenges with a strong spirit, positive attitude, and the same determination and dedication you 
have demonstrated during the past four years. 

We will work through these lean times, we will do so as a team, and we will continue to 
serve the needs and desires of the community that we have all been sworn to represent and 
protect. I am counting on each one of you as we go forward and I am confident that we will 
continue to uphold our reputation as one of the finest departments in the nation. 

Stephen Hogue 
Chief of Police 





The Mission of the Tampa Police Department is to Reduce Crime and Enhance the 
Quality of Life Through a Cooperative Partnership with all Citizens. 
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IN THE NEWS 



On May 11, while patches of blue were peeking through the smoke-filled sky, 
the Tampa Police Memorial stood tall. It was a day to honor those we've lost in 
the line of duty. The Police Memorial has different meanings to different people. 

For some, it's a reminder of loved ones lost and for others, it's a special tribute 
to those who paid the ultimate sacrifice. No matter what the memorial personally 
means to each of us, there's no doubt our fallen officers will never be forgotten. 

Cheryll Pricher attends the service every year. She lost her husband, Sgt. Gary 
Pricher on November 4, 1983. Sgt. Pricher was hit by a drunk driver while helping 
stranded bus passengers on the side of the road. To Cheryll, the Tampa Police 
Memorial reminds her of a great man who cared about his community and truly 
loved being a sergeant with the Tampa Police Department. Cheryll will never forget 
the sacrifice her husband made and hopes others won't forget either. "I think the 
memorial is really special because it can be seen by all who walk by and shows 
each and everyone one of us how much the fallen officers mean. The memorial 
pays tribute to those who gave their life so we could go on. I admire our city for 
the time that we give to remember these men and women who have been in 
our lives. It's so important for us not to forget." 

The memorial service serves as a critical reminder of those brave and dedicated 
few who keep us safe every day. The next time you walk past the memorial, take a 
moment to remember those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice. Those names 
are etched forever, not just in granite, but in our hearts and minds. 


Forever In Our Hearts And Minds 


— By Andrea Davis 

The memorial service serves as a critical reminder to take that 
extra time and put that extra effort into the ones you love. 


SIGNAL 14 SUMMER 2007 WWW.TAMPAGOV.NET/POLICE 






Tampa Police Bids Good-Bye to a Trailblazer 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

— By Laura McElroy 

After 26 years of dedicated service to the citizens of Tampa, the Tampa 
Police Department says good-bye to Assistant Chief Gilbertina 'Tina" Wright. 
Assistant Chief Wright's successful career began in 1980 as a patrol officer. 

She quickly excelled and was promoted to corporal in May 1984. She contin¬ 
ued to increase the quality of life for Tampa's residents and was recognized 
for her hard work in April 1987 when she was promoted to Sergeant. Over 
the next few years, she continued to climb the police ladder. In August 1993, 
she was promoted to Lieutenant, Captain in October 1994 and then Major in 
September 1996. Assistant Chief Wright has worked in every patrol division 
and lead District III from 1996 - 2000. 

On November 10, 2002, Assistant Chief Tina Wright blazed the trails 
when she was appointed as the first female Assistant Chief in the department's 
history. She didn't just make history for women, she also made history 
for African Americans in Tampa. Chief Wright has led a successful career in law 
enforcement, earning several distinctions including the prestigious Josephine 
Howard Stafford Award in 2001. 

Assistant Chief Tina Wright leaves a mark on the Tampa Police Department. 
She's served the department in the patrol division, administration, community 
affairs, crime prevention, personnel and training. Her leadership and enthusi¬ 
asm, will continue on for years to come in the officers who have served 

Assistant Chief Tina Wright with her. 



Congratulations to TPD's Newest Captains 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 



Mayor Pam lorio, Cpt. Bret Bartlett and Chief Stephen Hogue 


Cpt. Bret Bartlett is a 25-year veteran who has served 
in the Criminal Investigations Bureau as a Field Training 
Officer, a lead firearms instructor, and has supervised 
Squads in District I and District II patrol divisions. 



Mayor Pam lorio, Cpt. Salvatore Ruggiero and Chief Stephen Hogue 


Capt. Salvatore Ruggiero is a 25-year veteran who has 
served in the Street Anti-Crime Unit, QUAD as a Field 
Training Officer, Firehouse Cop, and has supervised 
Squads in District I patrol operations. 
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NEWS AND EVENTS 


Department's Crime Reduction Leader Named Assistant Chief - By Laura McElroy 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Chief Steve Hogue named Mike George the new Assistant Chief of the Tampa 
Police Department on April 8, 2007. During his 28-year career, George has demon¬ 
strated his leadership in all three of the patrol districts. He served a total of 13-years 
in Narcotics and Quad as a detective and later as a sergeant. Chief George still holds 
the record for the largest International drug seizure 
in the department's history. Mike George led the 
department in crime reduction for the last three 
years. That accomplishment helped earn him the 
new post. George said, "The last four years we've 
experienced great success in reducing crime and 
enhancing the quality of life for our residents. I feel 
honored to serve in this new capacity to keep the 
momentum going." 

The newly appointed assistant chief is past 
president of the Fraternal Order of Police. For the 
last three-years, Mike George has served in the Mayor's Mentoring Program at West 
Tampa Elementary where he is a big brother to a second grader. Chief George is a 
Criminal Justice graduate of the University of South Florida. George also attended the 
prestigious Senior Management Institute for Police, a program of the Police Executive 
Research Forum in Boston, Massachusetts. He has been married to his wife, Kathy, 
for 21 years. They have two teenage children. 


"The last four years 
we've experienced 
great success in 
reducing crime and 
enhancing the quality 
life for our residents." 
- Assistant Chief George 



Assistant Chief Mike George 


New Major Off To A Strong Start - By Laura McElroy 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Chief Hogue promoted Gerald Honeywell to replace Mike George as Police 
Major commanding District I. Honeywell has served the department for 25-years 
in all three districts, Quad and the Internal Affairs Bureau. 

The newly appointed major was actively involved in the redevelopment of East 
Tampa. He served on the Public Safety Committee 
for the East Tampa Community Revitalization 
Partnership and was a member of the East Tampa 
Task Force. 

Honeywell is a lifelong Tampa resident. He is 
a graduate of Jefferson High School and Tampa 
College. Major Honeywell said, "I look forward to 
returning to the area where I was born and started 
my career with the Tampa Police Department. I 
feel honored and humbled to be selected to serve 
as major in the area that has led the department 
in crime reduction. I look forward to continued 
success for our citizens." 

Major Honeywell served four years in the 
U.S. Coast Guard before starting his career in law enforcement. He has been married 
for 16-years to Judge Charlene Honeywell. They have two children. 


"I feel honored and 
humbled to be selected 
to serve as Major in the 
area that has led the 
department in crime 
reduction. I look forward 
to continued success 
for our citizens." 

— Mninr Hnnevwell 
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Officer of the Month 


Catch of the Month 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★ 



JANUARY 

Officers Paul Madsen 
and Eric DeFelice 

This dynamic duo recovered 
two stolen vehicles, investi¬ 
gated two firearms cases, 
recovering a .40 caliber and 
a .357 caliber handgun and 
handled several narcotics 
investigations seizing seven 
grams of crack cocaine and 
a pound of marijuana along 
with seven felony arrests. 


JANUARY 

MPO Billy Lamb and 
Officer Mike Bearden 

These two officers halted 
a crime spree when they 
tracked down an auto 
burglary suspect who eluded 
officers for weeks and after 
investigating, arrested two 
additional suspects. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 



★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 



FEBRUARY 

Officers Ryan iurjevich 
and Kim Jones 

After a routine grand theft 
auto, Officers Kim Jones and 
Ryan Jurjevich's tenacious 
investigation skills led them 
to a suspect. That suspect 
identified six others who 
were responsible for a rash 
of crimes throughout the city. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


.1 FEBRUARY 

QPf SRO Tony Gutierrez 

*LLy School Resource Officer 
Tony Gutierrez caught 

LB g* flm a burglary suspect while 
IBt Mm on his assignment at 

Robinson High School. 



MARCH 

Officer Greg Cotner 

Officer Greg Cotner responded 
to a suspicious vehicle call at 
West Tampa bank. When he 
arrived he saw the suspect 
robbing someone. After a 
foot pursuit, he caught the 
bad guy who was wanted in 
Hillsborough County for five 
other armed bank robberies. 


(No Photo Available) MARCH 

Officer Jim Arthur 

While working extra duty, 
Officer Jim Arthur's sharp eye 
spotted two suspects wanted 
for burglary and grand theft 
sitting on a bus bench. Both 
suspects found a new 
bench in jail. 


MASTER PATROL OFFICER HIGHLIGHT - By CpI. Mike Victor 


SRO Lawrence White has established a rapport with the students, the staff 
and the community. He created a "rapping philosophy" that has the students clapping 
and rhyming. He has managed to develop a method of communication with the 
students who view him as a role model. He strives to promote a positive image for 
the students to follow. He also has the ability to identify juveniles who migrate to trouble 
and demonstrates the ability to mentor them back on track. 

He has an excellent sense of humor, has recorded educational cd's and has not 
missed a beat in his efforts to assist the department in their crime reduction mission. 


MPO White's 
personal mantra: 



"A good attitude minimizes the 
difficulty of an adverse assignment.' 
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DISTRICT ONE 



A Day In The Life Of A Detective - By Officer Kristin Molina 


Detective Larry Brass' keen 
investigative skills have taken a 
ring of thieves off the streets and 
helped reduce crime in District 
One! Detective Larry Brass began 
investigating a series of 
auto burglaries in January 
2007. The suspects were 
using stolen credit cards 
throughout the city of 
Tampa. Detective Brass 
was able to identify and 
track down the suspects 
by reviewing surveillance 
videos of the violators utilizing 
the stolen credit cards. Through 
his well developed interview 
skills Detective Brass was able 


to obtain a confession from one 
individual. This led to the arrest 
of eight other bad guys in five 
separate cases. Larry Brass 
feels extremely lucky to be in his 
position and feels that 
"he has truly found his 
calling as a detective." 

Detective Brass 
has developed a knack 
for collecting evidence, 
developing leads and 
interviewing suspects. 
He does an excellent 
job of balancing several cases 
at a time. There is no doubt that 
a day in the life of a detective is 
never a typical day. 


"Due to Detective Brass' 
keen investigative 
skills, these criminals 
were taken off the 
street and the crime 
in District I was 
significantly reduced." 


Alert Citizen Helps Police Catch Bad Guy in the Act! 

— By Officer Kristin Molina 


Extra Initiative Pays Off 

— By Andrea Davis 


Due to this quick thinking couple, officers busted a burglar breaking 

INTO A HOUSE. WHEN NORA FRANKLIN NOTICED A SUSPICIOUS MAN WONDERING 
AROUND HER NEIGHBOR'S FRONT YARD, SHE CALLED THE NEIGHBOR 
AND DISCOVERED THE MAN WAS UNINVITED. 

Nora immediately told her husband, Gary and they drove over to 
the house. Gary walked around to the side of the house where the man 
was last seen and noticed an open window with the screen on the ground. 
Without delay, Gary told Nora to call the police about the situation. Gary 
noticed a skateboard that the bad guy left behind. Gary took the skate¬ 
board with him to foil the burglars get away plans. 

CpI. Richard Slogget, MPO's Keith Elkington, Adam Wogaman, Ricky 
Trosper and Ofc. Chris Shepherd quickly arrived on scene and formed a 

plan to surround the 
burglar. Slogget and 
Shepherd located 
the open window on 
the side of the house 
and announced them¬ 
selves, while the other 
officers surrounded the 
residence. They both 
entered the house and 
found the suspect 
hiding in a shower. 

With the help of these 
concerned citizens the 
criminal was caught 
in the act. 

SIGNAL 



Although he 
was in the right 
place at the right 
time, MPO Dwight 
Waters' meticulous 
memory is what 
really caught one 
crooked crook. 

After officers and 
detectives secured 
the scene of a 
violent bank 
robbery in South Tampa, Officer Waters stopped 
by the bank to check out the robber's photograph. 
Although he wasn't assigned to the call, that extra 
initiative would change one felon's future. 

Four hours after that robbery, Officer Waters 
volunteered to take back up on an unrelated 
domestic violence call. Once on-scene, he 
and the other officer discovered it was a verbal 
dispute and it was over. In passing, the male 
mentioned his keys were in the apartment 
across the street. Officer Waters decided to help 
out and get the keys. When the door opened, 
Officer Waters recognized a man in the back¬ 
ground lounging on the couch. It was the South 
Tampa bank robber. Officer Waters called for 
back up and after a short struggle, they arrested 
the reprehensible robber. 
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Officer of the Month 

★ ★ ★★★★★★★★★ 


Catch of the Month 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★ 


A 


JANUARY 

Officer David Mensch 

Officer David Mensch is 
always looking for stolen 
cars, but in a recent case, 
he arrested two auto thieves. 
These felons had a pistol, 
a rifle and two stolen safes 
in the car. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 



(No Photo Available) JANUARY 

Officer Micheal Baran 

SAC Squad #231 received 
information that a suspect 
was visiting his mother in 
District II. He was wanted in 
Pinellas County for seven 
home burglaries. When they 
saw the suspect leaving his 
mother's home, they arrested 
him and recovered $20,000 
in stolen jewelry and a stolen, 
loaded Glock pistol. 


FEBRUARY 

Officer Christopher 
Cornelius 

While conducting undercover 
surveillance at a local motel, 
Officer Chris Cornelius found 
a stolen rental car. He con¬ 
fronted the suspect who fled 
on foot. The bad guy earned 
a free ride to jail in the back 
of Officer Cornelius' patrol car. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 



★ ★ 

(No Photo Available) 



MARCH 

MPO Mike Jones 

After a traffic stop, MPO 
Jones discovered the driver 
didn't have a valid driver's 
license and was cruising 
around in a stolen rental 
car. The suspect admitted 
that he planned on using 
the car for parts to rebuild 
his personal vehicle. 


★ ★ 

(No Photo Available) 



The North Tampa Chamber 
of Commerce Award 

Officer Ian Lewis 

Officer Lewis pulled over a car after an alert went out 
about a suspicious vehicle in New Tampa. Inside the 
car he found a stolen flat screen TV and a NASCAR 
jacket which were returned to the victim. The three 
felons were arrested. 


★ ★ ★ 

FEBRUARY 

MPO's John Aleman, 
Lorring Burrell, 

James Weber, 

Edward Wilkinson, 
John Armao and 
Carlos Lastra 
These officers caught a home 
burglar red handed. They 
surprised the three criminals 
who were casually strolling 
out of a house with stolen 
items and charged them with 
burglary. And if that wasn't 
enough, just a few hours later, 
the same squad ran into 
another home burglar. It's 
a great day when four felons 
go to jail. 

★ ★ ★ 

MARCH 

MPO Mike Spirk 

After a traffic stop, Officer 
Spirk discovered the driver 
had a warrant. As he 
approached the suspect, he 
saw a baggie of marijuana 
sticking out of his pocket 
so he searched the vehicle 
and found evidence of 
crystal meth manufacturing. 
That led to their hotel room 
where narcotics detectives 
found even more drugs. 


SIGNAL 14 


SUMMER 2007 WWW.TAMPAGOV.NET/POLICE 





















DISTRICT TWO 



Training The Best For A 

Safer Community — By Lt. Jill Kwiatkowski 


The future of our department and the safety of our 
citizens are dependent upon the employees produced 
today. The Field Training and Evaluation Program (FTEP) 
operates in all three patrol districts with a common mission 
of producing quality police officers, ready to serve their 
community. District II has been fortunate in recruiting an 
excellent team of experienced police officers who are truly 
invested in the mission and future of our department. 

New police officers gain great benefits during their 
formal training time by working with these energetic and 
positive role models. With an emphasis on providing the 
public excellent service at all times, probationary officers 
are expected to consider solutions to crime problems that 
have a lasting effect on the citizen's quality of life. An 
investment in the community is achieved by constructing 
an environment where the probationary officers can 
positively effect change. 

The sound foundation of any organization is created 
by the quality of the employees hired and the threshold 


FTO Squad 209 

Back L-R: Ofc. Mike Flynn, Ofc. Antonio Marchese, Ofc. Jason Runkies, 

Ofc. Doug Burkett, Ofc. Brian Bishop, Ofc. Will Borden, MPO Fred Arnold 
and Sgt. Mark Delage. Front L-R: MPO Sue Harmison, Ofc. Martha Stuart, 
MPO Mike Ruiz, Ofc. Britt Martinez and CpI. Maria Smoak 

of training and experience they gain. The District II F.T.E.P. 
squad will remain committed to excellence. 


New Tampa Officers Bust Car Thieves 

— By Sgt. Lynn Harmon 

On a Saturday morning, a BOLO went out for a four door Mercury Marquis 
with three criminals wanted in a string of New Tampa auto burglaries. 



Officers Jon Touchton, Ron Cravens and Steve Power started searching for the 
vehicle on Bruce B. Downs Blvd. A citizen flagged down Officer Cravens and told him 
about a white Mercury Marquis that was driving recklessly on Bruce B. Downs Blvd. at 
Cross Creek. Fie notified his squad to concentrate in that area and Officer Powers saw 
the car pull into the McDonalds. Fie called Officers Touchton and Cravens who quickly 
arrived, and all three officers surrounded the car and took the criminals into custody. 
Their investigation revealed that the car had just been reported stolen in FHillsborough 
County and that the auto thieves had prior criminal records. They were also suspected 
in as many as a dozen other auto burglaries that morning. 



Sulpher Springs 
Spring Fling 

Lt. Marty Gonzalez and Major Sophie 
Teague educated Sulphur Springs 
residents about Tampa Police services 
during an operation called Spring 
Fling. Other city departments joined 
police in a clean up effort and 30 
dogs in low income families received 
free vaccinations. 
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DISTRICT THREE 


C3 


Officer of the Month 


★ ★ ★ ★ 

O 3 



* ★ ★ ★ ★ 

JANUARY 

Officer Alberto Burgos 

After saving a citizen's life and 
catching a felon in the same 
month, testifying in a jury trial 
and receiving a written com¬ 
mendation from the State 
Attorney's Office put the icing 
on the cake. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Catch of the Month 


★ ★★★★★ 



★ ★★★★★ 

JANUARY 

MPO Darrell Johnson 

Officer Darrell Johnson 
spotted a stolen vehicle 
at a disturbance call and 
captured the driver who 
also had a history of theft 
and narcotics arrests. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 



FEBRUARY 

Officer Nick Wilson 

Traffic stop turns into drug arrest 
when Officer Nick Wilson smells 
marijuana and calls in K-9. He 
makes the big arrest and puts 
the bad guy behind bars. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 



FEBRUARY 

Officer Phillip Petry 

After the suspect's vehicle 
slams into Officer Phillip 
Petry's car, he chases him on 
foot and arrests the suspect 
for an outstanding felony 
warrant. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 



MARCH 

Officer Neal Williams 

Over a five month period, 

Officer Williams has served 
nine court ordered search 
warrants in the East Ybor City 
area. Seizures totaled 2,070 
grams of marijuana, 120 grams 
of cocaine, four firearms, $1,342 
and a total of 14 arrests. 


(No Photo Available) MARCH 

Officer Lance Baker & 
Master Police Officer 
Gary Pruitt 

Through their proactive patrol, 
these officers discovered four 
suspects in a stolen vehicle. 
After a foot pursuit, all four 
were arrested and the victim 
was happy to see her car. 


Leadership Awards Each month District III recognizes it's finest leaders. 

★ ★★★★★★★★ 


JANUARY 

Sgt. 

Michael 
Kitts 
and CpI. 
Michael 
Niemi 

These two supervisors led by example 
when their proactive approach in searching 
for stolen items discovered at a local pawn 
shop during recent burglaries. 


CpI. Amanda 

v '- ? Led a month-long 

initiative called "Bicycle 
Bliztkreig" that put 
drug dealers, a sexual 
predator, curfew 
violators and eight 
criminals with felony 
warrants behind bars. 


B MARCH 

Sgt. Borthland 
Murray 

Sgt. Borthland 
Murray led a com¬ 
munity oriented 
policing operation 
to "meet and greet' 
every resident in 
their patrol area. 
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Loose Lipped Robber 
Headed for Lock Up 

— By Andrea Davis 


It's a peculiar thing when a bank 
robber puts his money where his mouth 
is, just by opening it. This criminal was 
looking for his pot of gold at the end of 
the rainbow — or in this case, the end 
of the bank teller. A BOLO went out 
after a robbery describing the suspect 
as a white male with tattoos covering 
his arms. When Officer Mike Stout 
and SAC Squad 334 were out looking 
for stolen cars, something seemed out 
of place when they spotted a man wear¬ 
ing a long sleeved shirt in 90-degree 
weather. These fashion conscious cops 
stopped and asked him about his 
wardrobe choice. Then, astute Officer 
Stout simply stated, "We've been 
looking for you." The pickup 
line worked when the bank 
robber replied, "I know, for 
that bank robbery?" It was 
the robber's own words that 
has Officer Stout and the rest of 
the SAC squad laughing all the way 
to the bank. 


* 


L-R: Detective Manny Martinez, Officers Shannon Murphy, Kris Smith, Wayne Easley, 
Tom Nicolosi, Mike Johnson and Mike Stout 


Tampa Heights Meet and Greet — By Andrea Davis 


A Tampa Police patrol squad's 
innovative crusades against crime 
along with citizen involvement, is 
making a difference in one Tampa 
neighborhood. Each day, squad 310 
pounds the pavement in Tampa 
Heights, getting to know some of the 
residents. Their goal — meet every 
resident in their patrol area by the 
year's end. The squad spends the 


first 15-minutes of each shift and 
covers eight-blocks per cycle. In the 
first two-months alone, they met 
800 residents. 

This "Meet & Greet" is important 
in developing cooperative partnerships 
with the community. Cooperation 
from citizens who work side-by-side 
with officers, is critical to the Tampa 
Police Department's success. 



Officer Cameron Creene and Sgt. Burt Murray 
have a few laughs with a reporter covering this 
community oriented policing operation. 



Some Franklin Middle School students get 
a lesson from MPO Kevin Doan about the 
world of law enforcement. Franklin Middle 
School is the only middle school in Florida 
with a law and public service theme. 
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Detective of the Month 

„★★★★★★★ 


Detective of the Month 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★ 


n^OI 

1 1 r 

* 

1 


★ ★ 



JANUARY 

Detectives Jackie 
Potenziano and Skyp 
McCaughey 

During a high-profile voyeurism 
case, Detectives Potenziano 
and McCaughey spent hours 
viewing video tapes to identify 
victims whose faces were not 
on camera. This was a tedious 
process that required weeks 
of investigative work. 

★ ★ ★ 

FEBRUARY 
Detective Alex 
Rahmings 

Detective Rahmings' drug 
knowledge and ability to 
work undercover, have 
established him as one 
of the top-producers in the 
Narcotics Bureau. Detective 
Rahmings was the lead 
investigator during a year¬ 
long investigation to reduce 
drugs and related street 
crimes in North Boulevard 
Homes and West Tampa. 

His efforts resulted in the 
dismantling of three drug 
trafficking organizations, 30 
drug trafficker arrests and 
over 150 pounds of cocaine 
and 11 assault weapons 
were seized. 

(This detective is not pictured 
because he works undercover.) 


MARCH 

Detective O.P. Parrish 

Due to Detective Parrish's investiga¬ 
tive abilities and work ethic, two 
sexual offenders are facing serious 
prison time. When one of the teen¬ 
age victims was too traumatized 
to testify in court, Detective Parrish 
was determined to put the suspect 
behind bars. He found adult rela¬ 
tives who had been molested by 
the suspect decades ago. This 
prompted the teenage victim to 
come forward and the arrest was 
made. On a second case, another 
teenage victim reported an assault 
within a few hours of the crime. 
Detective Parrish worked quickly in 
the early morning hours circulating 
a departmental bulletin. Within 
hours, the suspect was behind bars. 


Homicide Detectives Honored 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★ 




On March 13, 2007, Tampa Police Detectives Charles 
Massucci and John Columbia, along with Agent Scott 
Albrecht of the Drug Enforcement Administration, were 
presented with an AGENT OF THE YEAR AWARD from 
the U.S. Attorney's Office. They were given this award 
for their investigation into Stephen Lorenzo and Scott 
Schweickert. 
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Hot On Cold Cases — By Andrea Davis 


Cold Case Detective Eric Houston has one mission - to solve open 
homicides. It is a tough job, but something Detective Houston finds 
rewarding. He admits that it's challenging to solve something that everyone 
else has given up on, but the satisfaction of putting the pieces of a puzzle 
together in a crime that most people have forgotten, keeps him going. 
"Someone besides the family has to remember the victim." The first time 
he called a grieving family that 
had lost all hope of closure, 
and heard their reaction, he 
knew this was the challenge 
he wanted. 

Tackling cold cases isn't 
what you see on TV. DNA 
doesn't come back within the 
hour; it can take up to a year or 
longer. In one case, Detective 
Houston waited two years 
for fingerprint information. 

Houston acknowledges, "It can be a long and tedious process, but it's worth 
the wait once that big arrest is made." 

"I do it for the satisfaction of being able to clear something that a lot of 
people have forgotten about. Re-interviewing witnesses and have them say, 
'I thought everyone gave up on this case'." 


Formed: 

February 2006 

Unsolved Cases: 

304 dating back to 1949 

Oldest Case: 

1949, Officer Morris Lopez 

Newest Case: 

2006, Mathew Mills 

Detectives: 

2 

Closed Cases 

4 from arrest, 

1 reclassified to over dose, 

1 by death of offender 

First Closed Case: 

May 2006 



Detective Eric Houston 


Putting Bad Guys Behind Bars Without a Badge 

— By Laura McElroy 


Fingerprint ID Technology 

— By Andrea Davis 


A serial smash and grab burglar is 
behind bars thanks to the Intelligence 
Analysis Unit. The suspect broke into 
30 businesses without getting caught. 
That's when this unit compiled critical 
intelligence to help solve the case. 
They created an outline of the days of 
the week the crimes occurred, along 
with the time of day and the area of 
the city the suspect was targeting. This 
document helped detectives eliminate 



L-R: Michelle Moore, E.C. Noblitt and 
Tosia Kmiec 


several 'persons of interest' and even¬ 
tually track down the burglar. 

The hard work of this unit also 
helped dismantle a street gang that 
was trying to organize in West Tampa. 
They identified seventeen members 
of the Main Street Posse and the 
property crimes they committed. This 
intelligence helped officers track down 
and arrest half of the members. This 
partnership between the analysts and 
detectives wiped out the organizing 
gang and without a doubt prevented 
innocent people from falling victim to 
this group. 

These three analysts have also 
created time sensitive bulletins for each 
district to help with its crime fighting. 
These innovative bulletins keep street 
officers informed of current trends 
and wanted suspects. So while these 
analysts don't wear a badge, their 
work often plays a critical role in taking 
suspects off the street and improving 
the quality of life for our residents. 


For decades, police departments have 
used fingerprinting analysis to solve crimes. 
It's been a useful tool since no two finger¬ 
prints are alike, but improved technology 
helps crime scene technicians process 
fingerprints more effectively. When a crimi¬ 
nal leaves a fingerprint behind, a chemical 
called Ninhydrin can be used. Ninhydrin 
reacts with the amino acids in the perspira¬ 
tion on the print. Crime Scene Technicians 
are able to analyze that information and 
to help solve crimes. 



Crime Scene Technicians Rachel St. Laurent 
and Shelby Carman are processing paper left 
behind at a crime scene using Ninhydrin. 
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SPECIAL OPERATIONS DIVISION 


Operator of the Month 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★ 

JANUARY 

Pilot Gray and 
MPO McCann 

In two separate incidents, Pilot 
Gray and MPO McCann quickly 
flew to the scene to assist 
officers, and in a third they 
observed criminal activity and 
directed officers to it. In all 
three instances, they quickly 
evaluated the situation and were 
instrumental in directing officers 
to the recovery 65g of marijuana 
and 2.4g of cocaine. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

FEBRUARY 

MPO Setser 

While arresting a driver for DUI, 
MPO Setser noticed items in the 
suspect's car that turned out to 
be been stolen goods. Setser 
was able to return the items. In 
another instance, after setting up 
a perimeter around a parking lot, 
two suspects were arrested and 
later charged with burglary of a 
conveyance. MPO Setser has also 
taken the initiative to educate 
patrol units in the enforcement 
of Drunk Driving. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

MARCH 

Presented to the members of 
Special Operations Division for 
their outstanding performance 
and service during Air Fest 2007. 

Mounted Patrol Award 

Mounted Patrol 
Officers Ellen 
Schantz and 
Tim Pasley took 
best of class in a 
patrol training and 
critiques class at 
the Florida State 
Fairgrounds. They 
were first out of 
58 mounted patrol 
officers from 
around the state. 
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Tampa Police Department Celebrates 
19th Annual Black History Celebration 

—By Ida Walker 

Nineteen years ago, the Tampa Police Department hosted its first Black 
History program in a small room at the old police station at 1710 N. Tampa 
Street. The building has since been demolished, but the spirit of which we 
celebrate Black History lives on today. 

This annual event has grown tremendously, averaging an attendance 
of more than 200 guests from the Tampa community each year. The scene 
was no different at Ragan Park Community Center on Thursday, February 27, 
2007, when a standing room only crowd joined us for this year's celebration. 

We dedicated this year's program to the significant contributions 
that African-American women have made in our community. Our theme, 
"Women: Ladies of Distinction" presented an opportunity for us to recognize 
some very distinguishing women in Tampa. 

The 2007 Unsung Hero Awards were presented to three trailblazers 
whose contributions continue to reflect the heartbeat of their journey 
(Senator Arthenia Joyner, Mrs. Betty Wiggins and Mrs. Ann Porter). They 
acted upon their dreams to make a difference in our community. In doing so, 
they opened doors for others to walk through with courage and conviction. 

We also gave our youth an opportunity to participate in the program, 
by expressing in an essay "What Makes My Mother a Lady of Distinction?" 

We received over 72 very touching and inspiring essays from middle and 
high school students in Hillsborough County. Awards were presented to 
the following honorees for their contributions and participation in the 2007 
Tampa Police Department Black History Program. 

Student Essay Contest Winners: 

Bob Anderson II, Middleton High School, 12th Grade; Sadreal Gray, AJ. 
Ferrell Middle School, 6th Grade; Shakkaura Kemet, Roland Park Middle 
School, 8th Grade; and Amanda Weston, Robinson High School, 11th Grade 
The four winners received a $100 savings bond thanks to Tampa Bay 
Federal Credit Union. 



Planning Committee 
members presented 
an award to 
Ret. Asst. Chief 
Cilbertina Wright. 
Margaret Butler, 
Lydia Pizarro, 

Ida Walker, 

Ret. Asst. Chief 
Cilbertina Wright 
and Beverly Harvin. 

Shirley Foxx-Knowles, 
Essay winner 
Shakkaura Kemet, 
Mrs. Kemet and 
Chief Stephen Hogue 
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DUI Officers Awarded Traffic Squad Reduces Crashes — By Andrea Davis 

By MADD — By MPO Kenny Setzer 


On April 23rd, 2007, The Tampa 
Police Department sent five DUI officers 
to Tallahassee for the 2007 Mother's 
Against Drunk Driving (MADD) Florida 
Awards. This award is presented to 
officers with 100 or more individual 
DUI arrests per calender year. Since 
the DUI Unit was formed in 1995, 
the Tampa Police Department is always 
represented and has one of the largest 
groups of officers recognized. 



MPO Steve Buchanan, CpI. Douglas Groves, 
Ofc. Tony Portman, Sgt. Terry Goff and 
MPO Kenny Setser attended the ceremony 
and dinner at the State Capital and enjoyed 
a dinner with Governor Charlie Christ. 


lust before dawn at a busy Tampa 
intersection, the Traffic Squad is up and 
ready for its latest enforcement opera¬ 
tion. Their goal is to reduce traffic 
crashes by catching red light runners 
at Rome and Hillsborough. Hillsborough 
Avenue is the longest stretch of road in 
Tampa. It should come as no surprise 
that it is number one in crashes and 
citations for Tampa Police. Red light 
running is one of the major causes of 
traffic crashes. Red light runners cause 
15% of crashes at intersections. 

Obviously no one wants a ticket, 
but that reminder can change a driver's 
attitude and possibly their driving habits. 

These officers take their jobs 
seriously. As they see the number of 
crashes going down across the city, they 
know their efforts are making Tampa's 
streets safer. They look at the statistics 
from year to year, see the reductions, 
and it makes them feel good about 
what they do. 

The next time you try to beat that red 
light, just think about the consequences. 


i 


Obviously no 
one wants a ticket, 
but that reminder 
can change a driver's 
attitude and possibly 
their driving 
habits. 





■ Traffic fatalities in 
Tampa decreased 
29% in 2006 



Traffic crashes in 
Tampa decreased 
140/0 in 2006 



Flying Tampa's Friendly Skies... An Update 
from the Aviation Unit - b y chief pilot Jeff Dickie 

TPD's Aviation unit has adopted a new philosophy of "strategic flying" to provide 
the best possible service to patrol officers on the ground and to the community. 


By analyzing calls for service, the 
pilots schedule their flying during peak 
times for in progress calls. That allows 
them to be available to assist ground 
units as cases unfold. This efficient 
and effective use of the 3 Bell 407 
Helicopters, also allows pilots time to 
train for other important roles such as 
emergency management response 
and fire suppression. 

Each of the pilots and tactical 
flight officers are skilled in running the 
helicopters' state of the art camera 
equipment, as well as the Avalex 


moving map system. This equipment 
enables the team to view locations as 
maps that include street names. In the 
event of a hurricane or other natural 
disaster, the aviation unit would be 
able to locate houses and businesses 
even if they were severely damaged 
or even destroyed. 

The Aviation Unit frequently flies 
at a ceiling of 500-feet when arriving 
to a call, but they are always sensitive 
to noise complaints, so you may see 
them flying much higher when on 
routine patrol. 




The Tampa Police 
Department's 
Aviation Unit 
recently overhauled 
their fire-fighting 
tool. The new 
improved "Bambi 
Bucket" fights 
fires from the air. 
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Communications Employee of the Month 

★ * <k ★ ★ ★ iF +> ★ ★ ★ ★ 


National Telecommunicator's Week 

— By Eddy Durkin 



★ ★ 



★ ★ 



JANUARY 

Beatrice Harvey 

Ms. Harvey received a call from a 
suspect who had been involved in 
a bank robbery and wanted to turn 
himself in. During the conversation, 
he said he took the remote and 
attached a toilet paper cylinder so it 
resembles a gun. He planned to run 
outside with it, throw some money 
up in the air and have the officers 
shoot him. Ms. Bea assured him that 
he really did not want the police to 
shoot him. She relayed the suspect's 
intent to detectives on scene and 
kept him on the line until they safely 
arrested him. 

★ ★ ★ 

FEBRUARY 

Melissa Schampers 

In the wee hours of February 13th, 
Dispatch received information that a 
kidnapping suspect and his victim 
were possibly in South Tampa. By 
relaying the information and ensuring 
units were fully aware of relevant 
details, Melissa maintained control 
of her frequency and kept current on 
the flow of information. After officers 
spotted the suspect's vehicle, Melissa 
began the difficult task coordinating 
information from four affected 
frequencies. Due to her efforts, a 
dangerous criminal is behind bars. 

★ ★ ★ 

MARCH 

Katie Lanier 

When a new police impound wrecker 
procedure was implemented in 
Radio, Lanier volunteered to train 
other employees. This required 
shuffling people and schedules so 
everyone received the training. She 
took the initiative by performing 
nightly extra duties. Every detail was 
reviewed to ensure the accuracy of 
data entered into the police computer 
system. Katie was instrumental 
in implementing new procedures, 
and she continues to assist and 
train co-workers in addition to her 
current workload. 


You may not recognize the face, but you know the 
voice. Each year, the second week of April is dedicated 
to those men and women who serve as public safety 
telecommunicators. "National Telecommunicator's Week" 
honors dispatchers. 

The role of Communications has grown exponentially 
over the years and historically known as a "support" 
role, the term "support", seems inefficient in describing 
the dedicated and hard-working dispatchers. During this 
year's celebration, police employees, citizens and officers 
sent letters and cards of thanks and recognition. Others 
stopped by Radio to personally offer their appreciation. 
Assistant Chief Castor, Capt. Cherie Adkins and Capt. 

John Newman even spent some time plugged into a 
frequency. Mayor lorio issued a Proclamation for 
National Telecommunicator's Week in Tampa, dearly 
outlining the critical role of dispatchers in Public Safety. 

To conclude the week, the Communications Bureau 
Supervisors used the opportunity to name Tammie 
Bishop "Dispatcher of the Year" for her role in saving 
the life of a Tampa resident. 




Above: Captain "Dispatch" Newman works alongside Larry 
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Evidence Technician 
Turns Detective 

- By Officer Lisa Parashis 



Evidence Technician T.C. Thompson 
went above and beyond his call of duty 
when he helped make a big arrest. 

After borrowing a car from a friend and 
fleeing from police after a traffic stop, 
one bad guy learned a valuable lesson 
- don't commit a crime in Tampa. 
Confident his identity would not be 
revealed, the suspect left the vehicle 


Something didn't seem right to 

T.C., SO HE DECIDED TO DO SOME 
INVESTIGATIVE WORK OF HIS OWN. 



at the scene and he fled from officers 
on foot. Three weeks later, the sus¬ 
pect's friend thought it was safe to pick 
up her vehicle from the impound lot. 
Normally, evidence technicians release 
vehicles back to the owners without 
questioning. Something didn't seem 
right to T.C., so he decided to do some 
investigative work of his own. He 
noticed a male in the parking area 
waiting for the vehicle's owner. Through 
his investigation, T.C. found police 
were looking for the man who ran 
from that car three weeks earlier. 

The man in the parking lot matched 
the description. T.C. verified that the 
warrant was still active and requested 
police assistance while stalling the 
owner at the check out counter. As 
it turned out, T.C's research paid off. 
The bad guy didn't suspect a thing and 
left the impound lot in the back of a 
different kind of car, one chauffeured 
by a Tampa Police officer. ■ 


March of Dimes Benefits 


The Tampa Police Department raised $9,000 for the March of Dimes. 
Among the fundraising events were the Wing Bowl and Car Wash. 


2nd Annual Wing Bowl 


The 2nd Annual Wing Bowl 
benefiting the March of Dimes 
was a big success. Tampa Police 
wing eaters raised $1,835 for 
the March of Dimes. Officers 
put down 231 wings total, but 
Officer David Cosme was the 
champion wing eater with 54 
wings. CpI. Mike Simpson came 
in 2nd place with 53 wings. He 
didn't get the last wing down 
in time to tie Officer Cosme. 



4th Annual Car Wash 


Another March of Dimes 
fundraising event was the 4th 
Annual Car Wash. Tampa Police 
officers, family and friends 
raised $780. Special thanks 
to Sgt. Mark Delage and Major 
Sophie Teague for washing 
a semi truck. 


Crime Prevention 

The Crime Prevention Team worked hard for the 2007 Sykes Heroes Luncheon, 
but they took a break for a group photo. 

Front (l-r) Lydia Pizarro, 

Maryanne Hunsberger, 

Susan McKnight, Shelia 
Wade, April Boyett, Rebecca 
Jones, Ofc. Miguel Caballero, 

Tonia Bright, Lonnette James. 

Back (l-r) CpI. Brenda Hunt, 

Sgt. Brian Gant, Ofc. Mike 
Fleita, Ofc. Randy Davis, 

Julia Jungera, Ofc. Al Valdez, 

Ofc. Randy Garrett. 
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EMPLOYEE AND OFFICER AWARDS 


Employee Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



January 2007 
Lisa Timmer 


Crime Prevention Practitioners are 
an important link to the citizens of 
Tampa. Lisa Timmer's concern for our 
citizens is apparent in her innovative 
communication techniques and fresh 
ideas. During the past year, she initiat¬ 
ed several programs that go above and 
beyond her job description. Lisa and 
her partner, Greg Hattie, launched a 
mobile patrol-training program for 
neighborhood watch groups. This pro¬ 
gram teaches the citizens the patrol 
guidelines and tips on keeping them 
safe while patrolling their neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

Many elderly citizens on fixed 
incomes do not have a way to contact 
the police in the event of an emer¬ 
gency. Lisa saw a need and initiated a 
program collecting old cell phones, 
which were refurbished and distributed 
to seniors who couldn't afford them. 
Thanks to Lisa's hard work, hundreds of 
Tampa seniors who otherwise wouldn't 
have this safety tool, can call 911 if 
they have an emergency. 

Lisa's commitment to the Tampa 
Police Department and to the citizens 
of Tampa, exemplifies what Crime 
Prevention Practitioners do on a daily 
basis. 


Detective Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



January 2007 
Detective Eric Houston 

The Tampa Police Department 
started pursuing unsolved crimes in 
February 2006 with the inception of 
the Cold Case Unit. Detective Eric 
Houston is one of the two detectives 
assigned to the new unit and in just 
10-months, gave three grieving families 
closure. 

Detective Houston's first case was 
a 1983 murder of a Tampa teenager. 
For years, detectives tried to solve this 
case without success, but Detective 
Houston's fresh look at the case led 
to an arrest. Tampa Police detectives 
established a suspect in 1983, but 
were unable to locate her. When 
Detective Houston began interviewing 
witnesses again, he learned the suspect 
moved to St. Petersburg in 2002. The 
suspect was arrested and charged with 
2nd degree murder. 

Detective Houston's second case 
was from 2000. The case was reviewed 
several times, but remained unsolved. 
Detective Houston's uncanny ability to 
find a new lead in an old case helped 
close this case. 

Detective Houston's most recent 
arrest was another 1983 murder. In 
this case, the suspect was identified, 
but was never arrested. Detective 
Houston resubmitted blood evidence 
from the suspect's vehicle and a match 
was made. The suspect was arrested 
and charged with 2nd degree murder. 


Employee Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



February 2007 
Tammie Bishop 


After receiving a call from California, 
from a man who couldn't reach his 
wife, Tammie Bishop took action that 
helped save a woman's life. The man 
called the day before to see if officers 
could go to his ex-wife's home to check 
on her and was calling to see what the 
outcome was. Tammie quickly looked 
up the remarks of the call, which 
showed the officer went to the house 
but was unable to get a response at 
the door. Tammie then contacted the 
officer directly to get more details. The 
officer told her that the house was 
secure so he went to talk to neighbors 
who told him they had not seen the 
woman for a couple of days. 

Tammie began to research cell 
carriers to determine which company 
provided service for the woman. 

Once she determined it was a 
T-Mobile account, Tammie contacted 
the company to see when the last 
activity on the cell phone took place. 

It was last used 72 hours prior. 

Officers forced their way into the 
house and found the woman in bed, 
where she had been lying for up to 
72 hours. She was barely coherent, 
was not aware of her surroundings 
and had difficulty moving her extremi¬ 
ties. She was immediately transported 
to TGH, where she was listed in 
stable condition. 


SIGNAL 14 SUMMER 2007 WWW.TAMPAGOV.NET/POLICE 














EMPLOYEE AND OFFICER AWARDS 


Officer Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



February 2007 
MPO Patrick Ferguson 

While working a traffic operation in 
District III, Master Patrol Officer Patrick 
Ferguson helped put a notorious juve¬ 
nile felon behind bars. Once the Street 
Anti-Crime Squad began pursuing a 
stolen vehicle and the driver and pas¬ 
senger bailed out, they started chasing 
the suspects on foot. The traffic squad 
immediately responded and set up a 
perimeter. MPO Ferguson started his 
detailed search and spotted a suspect 
matching the description. Once he 
questioned the suspect and he failed 
to answer several questions about his 
identity, MPO Ferguson became suspi¬ 
cious. Because of his years of experi¬ 
ence, he knew the suspect was lying 
and took him into custody. His instincts 
paid off. The car thief ended up being 
a notorious juvenile felon who is 
responsible for hundreds of crimes in 
the city. The juvenile is off the streets 
now for the next 10-months in a 
Tallahassee correctional facility. 


Employee Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



March 2007 
CSO James Spencer 

Community Service Officer James 
Spencer has a knack for coming up 
with new ideas and keeping District III 
organized. He transferred to the police 
department in 2001 and immediately 
established himself as an efficient 
employee with a pleasant demeanor. 
The Dill staff quickly realized that CSO 
Spencer was a disciplined and valuable 
employee. 

Because of his hard work, District 
III felt confident to assign CSO Spencer 
all administrative CSO duties. This is a 
challenging job as it includes mainte¬ 
nance of all district vehicles and sup¬ 
plies. He organized the vehicle fleet, 
including temporarily assigned vehicles, 
as well as loaner and scarecrow cars. 
He also efficiently controlled the district 
supplies, ensuring all laser, radar, and 
noise equipment was functioning and 
certified. 

CSO Spencer is constantly compli¬ 
mented for his efficiency and is always 
thinking of ways to improve District III. 
At the end of each day, he has to be 
reminded that it is time to go home. 


Officer Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



March 2007 
Officer David Mensch 

Officer David Mensch is always 
working to make the streets of Tampa 
safer. Last year, he made 31 quality of 
life arrests and 872 self-initiated calls, 
but stolen cars are his specialty. Always 
looking for the auto thief, he recovered 
$131,000 worth of stolen cars. 

Although Officer Mensch did not 
write the book on vehicle pursuits, per¬ 
haps he should. His textbook approach 
to pursuing felony suspects sets the 
example for other officers. In January, 
he had two pursuits, which resulted in 
arrests with no damage to city or the 
citizen's property. 

In the first pursuit, Officer Mensch 
was following an auto burglar when he 
bailed out of the car. Officer Mensch 
took off on foot after the suspect and 
arrested him. Because of this arrest, a 
handful of cases were closed within 
the city and Hillsborough County. 

During his second pursuit, he 
arrested two felons after they broke 
into cars and took off in a stolen 
vehicle. Again, after the driver bailed 
out of the car, he pursued on foot 
and arrested the suspect as well as 
the passenger. 

Officer Mensch's dedication to 
police work and arresting the bad guys, 
makes the great city of Tampa a safer 
place for its residents. 
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RETIREMENT AND NEW OFFICERS 


Retiring Officers 

★ ★★★★★★★★ 



Joe Walker 
18 years 





CpI. Ralph Sgt. Patrick Hogue 

"Brian" O'Connor ★ 30 years 

28 years 


Robert Seth 
20 years 


CSO Dee Mathena 
22 years 


Retirement Photo Not Available 

Sgt. Richard Deliguori 
22 years 


MPO Wayne Gabriel 
20 years 


l 



L-R, Mayor Pam lorio, New Recruit Class 

Front row L to R: Richard Robinson, Noel Ramiro, Diane Lopes, Denis Lopez and Nicole Mills 

Back row L to R: Mayor Pam lorio, Thomas Farrell, James Smith, Bart Wester, Aaron Vega, Jesse Horn, David Durand 

and David Hancock and Chief Steve Hogue. 





















NEWS AND EVENTS 



Assistant Chief Wins Top Honors 

— By Laura McElroy 

Assistant Chief Jane Castor is the winner of the 
prestigious Josephine Howard Stafford Memorial Award 
that recognizes women who make history with their 
accomplishments. Chief Castor's lead by example 
philosophy, along with her passion for police work made 
her a natural choice. She was the first female to serve 

Chief Castor's lead by example 
philosophy, along with her 
passion for police work 
made her a natural choice. 

as the commander of the Criminal Intelligence Bureau. 
She is also the second woman to achieve the rank of 
Assistant Chief at the Tampa Police Department. Chief 
Castor has an impressive list of accomplishments during 
her 24-year career. 

Assistant Chief Jane Castor with her sons; Seely and Sergei 
along with her"Little Sister/' Linda St Victor; from the 
Mayor's Mentoring Program. 


Promotions 

★ ★★★★★★★ 

On April 19th at a promotional ceremony, the Tampa 
Police Department honored its two new Lieutenants, four 
Sergeants and six Corporal/Detectives. Congratulations! 

At right: Corporal/Detective: James Reiser, 
Brian Carpenter, Brenda Adkins-Jones, 
Charles Hicks, Scott Bullard and Harold McCray, 

Bottom right: Sergeant: Lee Bercaw, Ashley Roberts, 
Ruben Delgado and Charles Leistl 

Bottom: Lieutenant: Brian Dugan and DJ. Johnson 
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TPD Gives Back To The Community... 



Special Olympics Torch Run 

Tampa Police Officers ran to show their support for the Special Olympics. 



CpI. Larry Timmer puts in his roof time. 


Cops on 

Doughnut Shops 

Officers took to the rooftop of 
the Krispy Kreme to raise money for 
Special Olympics. They spent hours 
on the roof and it paid off. Customers 
donated $2,000 to the cause, while 
one of the police horses discovered 
the drive through as a source for 
free doughnuts! Over $45,000 was 
raised to send students to the Special 
Olympic games. 


Paint Your Heart Out 

Over 40 Tampa Police Officers participated in Paint Your Heart Out Tampa. 
The Sulphur Springs couple were more than grateful to have a fresh coat 
of paint on their house. 



Right: Major 
John Bennett 
handles the 
heavy lifting 
while the 
rest of the 
volunteers 
grabbed their 
paintbrushes. 



Right: Lt. Bill 
Ferguson 
and his wife, 
Jeannie take 
a break 
to smile for 
the camera. 
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Tampa Bay Federal serves all of Tampa Bay! 
As a City of Tampa employee, you can take 
advantage of Tampa Bay Federal’s valuable 
products and services! 

* Checking Accounts 

• Savings Accounts 

• Money Market, Share Certificates & IRA's 

• Credit & Debit Card Services 

* Online Banking & Bill Pay 

* Special Mortgage Programs 

• Home Equity Lines of Credit 

* Auto, Boat, RV & Motorcycle Loans 

For more information on our account services and current 
promotions, log on to www.tampabayfederal.com or stop 
by any branch location to open an account today! 


Looking for Insurance Options? 


Auto *Boat • Recreational Vehicle • Motorcycle • Homeowners 


Members Mutual offers a variety of insurance products. 

Enjoy competitively priced quotes from a list of trusted companies. 


It’s easy to get started! 

Contact Steve O’Steen, CFP at our Downtown Service Center. Call 813-223-6338 today! 


Members 
Mutual 


if FLORIDA 


Tampa Bay Federal has 7 convenient service centers in the bay area to serve you. 


DOWNTOWN YBOR HEIGHTS NORTH TAMPA TOWN & COUNTRY BRANDON INTERNATIONAL PLAZA NEW TAMPA 


Does nol imply city endorcemen! 













The mission of the Tampa Police Department is to reduce crime and enhance the 
11 (quality of life through a cooperative partnership with all citizens. 


Important Numbers 

★ ★★★★★★★★ 


General Information .(813) 276-3200 

Non-Emergency Dispatch ... .(813) 231-6130 

District One.(813) 354-6600 

District Two .(813) 931-6500 

District Three.(813) 276-3704 

Information/Switchboard ... .(813) 276-3200 

Crime Prevention.(813) 276-3318 

Records Section.(813) 276-3250 


Special thanks to the Signal 14 Committee. 

If you have ideas for the next edition of 
Signal 14, please contact your division 
representative, Crime Prevention Practitioner 
or andrea.davis@tampagov.net 

District 1 - .Capt. Sal Ruggiero 

District 2 - .Lt. Jenny Terrell 

District 3 - .Lt. William Ferguson 

Criminal Investigations Division - Sgt. Joe Fish 
Special Operations Division -. .Renee Borden 

Administration -.Carolyn Riggins 

Communications - .Eddy Durkin 

Crime Prevention Practitioners -. 

Lisa Timmer, Fee Covais 
and Maryanne Hunsberger 
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The mission of the Tampa Police 
Department is to reduce crime and 
enhance the quality of life through a 
cooperative partnership with all citizens. 

★ ★ ★ 

This edition of Signal 14 is produced 
quarterly by your Public Information Office: 

Laura McElroy, Andrea Davis, 

Officer Lisa Parashis and Officer Kristin Molina 
Photographer: CpI. Mike Simpson 

Design: Watermark Design Company, Inc., Tampa 



Mayor Pam lorio becomes the first elected official to join the Police Unity Tour. 


- By Assistant Chief Jane Castor 

For several years, it has been a goal of mine to participate in this event that brings 

POLICE OFFICERS AND SURVIVORS TOGETHER. ALL EXCUSES TO POSTPONE FOR ANOTHER YEAR 
SEEMED MEANINGLESS CONSIDERING THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE OF DETECTIVE JUAN SERRANO. 

This year his name would be added to the police memorial wall. 


As we embarked on the journey from Port 
Smith, Virginia to Washington D.C., I realized that 
there was nothing that could adequately prepare 
me for this event. It turned out the physical aspect 
was the easy part. The emotional voyage was the 
most challenging. Imagine riding with a couple of 
hundred officers and survivors through a series of 
large cities, small towns and breathtaking country¬ 
side. Along the way, citizens would exit their cars 
and salute, business owners 
would run out to wave flags and 
applaud, fire fighters would 
open their stations for us to 
rest, and I was amazed at the 
hundreds of everyday people 
who made the effort to simply 
say thank you. In one small 
town, the entire elementary 
school emptied out to the curb 
to wave, shout encouragement, 
and hold up all kinds of home¬ 
made signs and banners. One 
of the banners, that was bigger 
than the kids holding it read, 

"You Are Our Heroes." I can 
almost guarantee there was 
not a dry eye among the riders. 

One early morning, we crested 
a hill to see a small town 
Sheriff's Office Flonor Guard 
in full dress uniform standing 
along an overpass. They stood at attention and 
saluted as we rode under them. There were also 
stops along the route to honor the location where 
officers had fallen in the line of duty. 

During the course of this journey there were 
untold opportunities to speak to the other riders. 
Pulling along side another officer, the conversation 
always began the same. "What department are 
you from?" and ended with the reason that they 


were riding. Seems this event provided officers 
and survivors alike with a setting in which they 
felt safe revealing their emotions. Each story was 
moving. This group that began as a couple of 
hundred individuals was a tightly knitted team by 
the time we arrived in Washington, D.C. There 
were strong riders and there were those who 
had much more will than ability. Everyone encour¬ 
aged each other Everyone had a different reason 
for embarking on the ride, 
but in the end we all got more 
than we came for. 

Mayor Pam lorio and 
her husband, Mark joined the 
procession along the way. 

Her passion for law enforcement 
and desire to honor the loss of 
her friend, Juan, was obvious. 

As the first ever elected official 
to experience the Unity Tour, 
she became part of the expres¬ 
sion of respect and honor that 
we bestow on those who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice. 

She joined the solidarity that 
underscores our profession. 

We were over one thousand 
riders and one mayor strong 
delivering a message that was 
louder than any spoken word. 

To the Tampa Police 
Department personnel who participated from 
riders, motors, and support, you have my deepest 
respect. I am so very thankful to have been 
included in this event and humbled to have 
thought it was about riding a bike. The motto 
of the Police Unity Tour is "We ride for those 
who died". Think about participating in the 2008 
ride, it will be one of the most profound events 
of your law enforcement career. 



Assistant Chief Jane Castor 
and Detective Mike Fendle 


"Along the way, citizens would 
exit their cars and salute, business 
owners would run out to wave 
flags and applaud, fire fighters 
would open their stations for us 
to rest, and I was amazed at the 
hundreds of everyday people 
who made the effort to simply 
say thank you." 

- Assistant Chief Jane Castor 


Unity Tour photos courtesy of Jeff and Julia Dickie. 




























